[image: image1.jpg]G SQUASH
g NEW ZEALAND




Squash New Zealand National Events
All New Zealand players in events played under the auspices of Squash New Zealand must be members of a club affiliated to Squash New Zealand and hold a Squash New Zealand player’s code.
Seniors
All the events below will be PAR 11 (win by 2) scoring with the exception of Super Champs Graded Teams event and Champion of Champions grades C-F.

New Zealand Open

This is the top New Zealand tournament for professional squash players during the current playing year. It is open to all players from both New Zealand and Overseas. The New Zealand Open is usually PSA and WSA registered and attracts wide interest with the prize pool based on sponsorship. 

Sponsorship plays an important part in this tournament as it dictates where the tournament is to be played and a suitable venue for the erection of the glass court.  US$25,000 is required (per draw) for the New Zealand Open to run.
New Zealand Squash Nationals

The New Zealand National Championships are the pinnacle of domestic squash in New Zealand since the first event in 1932. Players are restricted to New Zealand players, and the event is played on a 32-person placed draw to find the Men’s (Riddiford Gold Cup) and Women’s (Mitchell Rose Bowl) New Zealand Squash Champion for that year. 
It is usually played in August. Played over three days, commencing on Friday (2 games), Quarter and Semi-finals Saturday, Finals on Sunday afternoon. The event is followed by a Championship Prizegiving Dinner on the Sunday night.
New Zealand Nationals Inter-District Teams Event

A competition instigated in 1972 to compete for the M.C. Day Cup and the K.A. Mackwell Cup to find the top district team for Men and Women respectively.  The teams event follows on from the New Zealand Nationals and is played over two days (Mon & Tues). Each District submits a Women’s and Men’s Team comprising of four players and up to two reserves.  Players eligibility for this event is outlined in the rules on the Squash New Zealand website. The format of the teams competition is dependent on the numbers entered, either pool system or straight knock-out draw with respective plates. 
Cousins Shield and Mitchell Cup

The Cousins Shield (men) and Mitchell Cup (women) is Squash New Zealand’s premier Open club teams event, rich in history and supported by two of the sport’s most substantial and impressive trophies. The Cousins Shield competition commenced in 1947, and the Mitchell Cup in 1958. 
Clubs can submit teams comprising of their five top players. Eligibility to compete in this competition is outlined in rules on the Squash New Zealand website. The competition is played in a pool format or straight knock-out draw depending on numbers.  The event is usually played on Queen’s Birthday weekend.

North and South Island Championships, District Open Championships
North and South Island Championship titles are contested by both men and women, and usually played in June or July. These competitions are open to all squash players (including foreigners). 
District Opens are competitions played to find the Men’s and Women’s Champions for each of the eleven districts in New Zealand.

Super Champs Graded Teams Event

These are graded teams event, (B, C, D, E and F/J Grade) played for by both Men and Women to find the top club team in each Grade in New Zealand.  All players must be members of an affiliated Squash New Zealand club and be on the grading list for the club they wish to represent and be graded in their particular grade as per the grading list produced on the date specified in the event rules. 
Each District will hold district eliminations to find their top graded team in each grade. These eliminations will be played in accordance to the event rules as published on the Squash NZ website. When each district graded team champion is found, they are then eligible to represent their district at the National Super Champs Graded finals.  
Champion of Champions

The Champion of Champions is a national event to find the top graded player (male and female) in each grade (A-F).  All players must be members of an affiliated Squash New Zealand club and be on the grading list for the club they wish to represent and be graded in their particular grade as per the grading list produced for the 12 October.

Each District will hold a District Champion of Champions event to determine its ‘District Champions’ who are eligible to travel to the National Champion of Champions Finals to represent their District.  Each grade will then be contested by up to eleven players (one from each District) to determine the ‘National Champions’.
Juniors
All junior tournaments are open to both domestic and overseas players (with the exception of the Junior Inter District Teams Event).  All players must be under the specified age on the last day of the tournament. All domestic players must be members of an affiliated Squash New Zealand club and hold a Squash New Zealand Grading. All age groups are taken as at the last day of the tournament. Should it be necessary, junior players may be required to produce evidence of their age. 
NB: All players in junior tournaments run under the mandate of Squash New Zealand rules are required to wear approved protective eyewear when competing.
New Zealand Junior Open

The New Zealand Junior Open, played in April of each year, is an event to find the top New Zealand male and female junior player each year. It is the only junior national event that is played in grades (rather than age groups) and is open to all junior squash players both domestic and overseas.

The New Zealand Junior Open is played in the middle weekend of the April school holidays, over a period of three days (Fri-Sun). Play commences during the day on Friday at either 10am or 12 noon depending on entries. 

Draws are 32-person placed knock-out draws with all relevant plates, and subsidiary draws as numbers dictate. The top draw in both Junior Men and Women will be PAR 11 (win by 2) scoring. All other draws will be PAR 15 (win by 2) scoring.

New Zealand Age Group Championships

The New Zealand Age Group Championships is a closed event to find the top junior male and female in each of the following age groups:

Under 11, Under 13, Under 15, Under 17, Under 19 (as at the last day of the tournament).

All draws will be based on 32-person placed draws and if numbers dictate, qualifying rounds will be played. Those not qualifying for the main draw will be placed in other draws according to their age group. All plates will be played with players having a minimum of three games. Round robin draws will be played if numbers are such that this will obtain the best result for the players. Seeding is performed by the National Junior Selectors. The Under 19 draws will be PAR 11 (win by 2) scoring all other age groups will be PAR to 15 (win by 2). 
NB: Squash NZ reserves the right to alter seedings should there be evidence of withholding results.

The event is held in the middle weekend of the September/October school holidays over four days (Thurs-Sun) with play commencing at either 10am or midday on the Thursday. All finals will be played on Sunday afternoon.

New Zealand Junior Inter-District Teams Event

The event is a team competition between teams (junior men and women) from the eleven member districts which make up Squash New Zealand.
Each team consists of four players plus up to two reserves. All players must be members of an affiliated Squash New Zealand Club and hold a Squash New Zealand grading. Eligibility to compete and competition format for this Teams Event is outlined in rules on the Squash New Zealand website. The scoring system for used for the event is PAR 11 (win by 2).  Seeding is performed by the National Junior Selectors.
Gifford Cup

The trophy is awarded at the Junior Interdistrict Teams Events “for the district whose boys’ and girls’ teams combined have the highest differential between games won and lost through the entire event.”

Please note that only Districts with both Junior Men and Women’s teams entered are eligible to win this trophy. Regulations for format and scoring are available from Squash New Zealand.

North and South Island Junior Age Group Championships

These tournaments are to find the respective age group champions – i.e. Under 11, Under 13, Under 15, Under 17, Under 19 – for the North and South Islands.  They are held during the July school holidays.  Draws will be based on 32-person placed draw. PAR 11 (win by 2) is the scoring system for the Under 19 age groups, and PAR 15 (win by 2) for all other age groups. Locations for these events vary from year to year and are published on the current Tournament Schedule. 

Masters
All players must fall inside the specified age group on the first day of the tournament.

New Zealand Masters Club teams
This event is a National Club Championship contested between teams of players from the same club. 

The competition is for teams of four players of any grade or gender who are all members of the same club.

The regulations covering this event are available from Squash NZ and all players must meet the eligibility as outlined in these regulations. 

New Zealand Masters Age Group Championships
The New Zealand Masters Age Group Championship is an event to find the top Master – male and female – in each of the following age groups:

35-39, 40-44, 45-49, 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 65+ (women), 70-74 (men), 75+ (men)
Draws are formatted according to number of entries. Players may ask to play in the Championship Grade (based on age group) or non-championship grade (based on grade).  Sometimes players will need to be placed in championship or graded divisions based on numbers.
Scoring for all age groups and grades is PAR to 15 (win by 2).

The championships are open to all domestic and approved overseas players. All New Zealand players must be members of an affiliated Squash New Zealand club and have a Squash New Zealand Grading.
New Zealand Masters Inter-District Teams

This event is a team competition contested by teams from the eleven member districts that make up Squash New Zealand. The teams event is held immediately following the Individual Championships. 
Masters Inter-District teams are mixed and consist of six male players and five female players who must fall within the following age categories:

35-39 age group
One male, one female

40-44 age group
One male, one female

45-49 age group
One male, one female

50-54 age group
One male, one female

55 plus age group
One male, one female
60 plus age group
One male
It is each district’s responsibility to ensure that their players are eligible to represent them in the competition as per the regulations published on the Squash New Zealand Website. 

Two of the nominated players including reserves may be exempt from playing in the individual championship prior to the team’s event.  A minimum of eight players in each tie must have played in the individuals.

For the Masters event, the WSF regulations regarding age group eligibility will apply i.e. entrants must be over the minimum age for the age group they have entered as at the first day of the individual event.
Players may play down to any age group e.g. a player who will be 45 at the time of the event may play in the 40-44 age group or below but not the 50-54 age group or above.

